In the name of Allah, the Gracious most Merciful

Friday Sermon
Astaghfar

- ﴍﻳْ َﻚ َ ٌهل َو َا ْﺷﻬَﺪُ َا َّن ُﻣ َﺤ َّﻤﺪً ا َﻋ ْﺒﺪُ ٌﻩ َو َر ُﺳ ْﻮ ُ ٌهل
ِ َ ﷲ َو ْﺣﺪَ ٌﻩ َﻻ
ُ َا ْﺷﻬَﺪُ َا ْن َّﻻ ِا َ َهل ِا َّﻻ
ِ َا َّﻣﺎ ﺑ َ ْﻌﺪُ ﻓَ َﺎ ُﻋ ْﻮ ُز ِاب ِ ِﻣ َﻦ اﻟ َّﺸـ ْﻴ َﻄ ِﻦ َّاﻟﺮ ِﺟ ْ ِﲓ ه ﺑ ِْﺴ ِﻢ
ﷲ َّاﻟﺮ ْ َﲪ ِﻦ َّاﻟﺮ ِﺣ ْ ِﲓ ه َاﻟْ َﺤ ْﻤﺪُ ِ ٰ ّ ِهلل َر ِ ّب اﻟْ ٰﻌﻠَ ِﻤ ْ َۙﲔ َّاﻟﺮ ْ ٰﲪ ِﻦ
ِ ِ َّاﻟﺮ ِﺣ ْ ِۙﲓ ه ٰﻣ
ﴏ َاط َّ ِاذل ْﻳ َﻦ َاﻧْ َﻌ ْﻤ َﺖ
َ ِ اﻟﴫ َاط اﻟْ ُﻤ ْﺴـ َﺘ ِﻘ ْ َۙﲓ ه
َ ّ ِ َكل ﻳ َ ْﻮ ِم ّ ِادل ْﻳ ِﻦ ه ِا َّايكَ ﻧ َ ْﻌ ُﺒﺪُ َوا َِّايكَ ﻧ َ ْﺴـ َﺘ ِﻌ ْ ُ ؕﲔ ه ِا ْﻫ ِﺪان
ﻋَﻠَ ْ ِﳱ ْﻢ ۙ ﻏَ ْ ِﲑ اﻟْ َﻤﻐْﻀُ ْﻮ ِب ﻋَﻠَ ْ ِﳱ ْﻢ َو َﻻ اﻟﻀَّ ﺎ ٓ ِﻟ ّ ْ َﲔ ه
َّ ُ َّو َا ِن ا ْﺳـ َﺘ ْﻐ ِﻔ ُﺮ ْوا َرﺑَّ ُ ْﲂ ُ َّﰒ ﺗ ُْﻮﺑُ ْﻮ ۤا ِاﻟَ ْﻴ ِﻪ ﻳُ َﻤ ِﺘّ ْﻌ ُ ْﲂ َّﻣﺘَﺎﻋًﺎ َﺣ َﺴـﻨًﺎ ِا ٰ ٓﱃ َا َﺟ ٍﻞ ُّﻣ َﺴ ًّﻤﻰ َو ﻳُ ْﺆ ِت
ﰻ ِذ ْى ﻓَﻀْ ٍﻞ ﻓَﻀْ َ ٗ ؕهل َوا ِْن
oﺗَ َﻮﻟ َّ ْﻮا ﻓَ ِﺎ ِ ّ ْۤﱏ َاﺧ َُﺎف ﻋَﻠَ ْﻴ ُ ْﲂ ﻋَ َﺬ َاب ﻳ َ ْﻮ ٍم َﻛﺒ ْ ٍِﲑ
[11:4]And that you seek forgiveness of your Lord, and then turn to Him. He will provide for you a

goodly provision until an appointed term. And He will grant His grace to everyone possessed of
merit. And if you turn away, then surely, I fear for you the punishment of a dreadful day.
The verse just recited in front of you mentions that Tauba (Repentance) and Astaghfar are two very
important aspect of worshipping Allah, and if anyone follows these will have a reward and change in
their life. This reward which is mentioned is known as the ‘Fazl of Allah’, and whoever does Tauba
and Astaghfar from their hearts will see the fruits of this promise made by Allah. The ‘Fazl of Allah’
can be in many different forms for example Allah’s blessing spiritually, financially, health wise etc.
Hadrat Masih Ma’ud explained what Tauba and Astaghfar are on many different places throughout
his books and Malfoozat. It is very important that we understand what these two most fundamental
concepts are, in order to strive towards Allah.
Hadrat Masih Ma’udAS once talking to his companions and mentioned the philosophy of Taubah and
Bait, he was explaining the reason of doing his Bait and why Taubah is part of it. HazurAS said;
Tauba means a state of human, in which his sins with whom he has deep relations and consider it his
land. In other words he is living in that land. To leave that land and come back to purity. Now leaving
ones on land in which he has to cut off his relations with his friends and his loved ones, things, streets,
markets and house which he loved, has to be cut off and this is very hard and so much pain he has to
put upon himself and then migrate to new land, and then never go back to his old land is called
TAUBAH. Friends of Sins are different then friends of Taqwa. Sufiyah called this change a DEATH which
one has to put himself through. True Taubah causes a great pain which he suffers, but Allah is Most
Gracious and ever Merciful, until he gives the replacement he will not cause one to die.
(Malfozat Vol.1, Page 2)

In another place Hadrat Masih Ma’udAS talks about the reality of Sin and Taubah, HazurAS said;

“The reality of sin is not this that Allah creates Sin and then thousands of years later he would
start to think about forgiving them also. Like flee has two wings, one has poison and other one
has the anti-poison; exactly like that humans have two wings, sin and blaming himself, Taubah.
This is a rule that when someone injures the slave then he also feels bad about hitting him.
Which means that both wings move together. Anti-poison is with the poison. So question is why
even create this Poison in the first place? The Answer is that by using curing poison it has the
order of purity/cure. If Sin does not exist then the poison of pride would increase so much that
it would have killed mankind. Taubah keeps it under control, it keeps humans safe from the
problems of Kibr (considering yourself better then everyone )and Ujab (all good deeds one does
is from his own power and not from Allah). When the Holy ProphetSA did Astaghfar 70 times a
day then how much should yoo do? One who is happy with the sin does not leave it; the only
one who leaves the sin is the one who consider the sin as a sin.”
(Malfozat Vol.1, Page 3)
One of the very hidden sins which Hadrat Masih Ma’udAS talked about in this quotation is Ujab and Kibr,
both of these poisons starts to show up after Taubah and when someone starts to do good deeds to please
Allah. It’s very important to know the trend of these two problems. Both of these above mentioned
problems are also mentioned in same order as Hadrat Masih Ma’udAS stated, and this is the very reason Iblis
was thrown out of Heavens and got rejected. May Allah bless our HazurAS for his guidance that, the cure for
both of these diseases is also mentioned in last phrase, where he mentioned that Astaghfar is the key and
Holy ProphetSA did Astaghfar 70 times a day and he was pure beyond our imaginations then how much
repenting should we do in front of Allah?
In another place Hadrat Masih Ma’udAS talked about the importance of Astaghfar and the purpose of this
great anti‐poison solution.

Hadrat Masih Ma’udAS said that, “Astaghfar and Taubah (repentance) are two separate matters.
From one point of view, Astaghfar has priority over repentance, inasmuch as Astaghfar is the
help and strength which are obtained from God and repentance means standing on one’s own
feet. It is the way of God that when a person seeks help from Him, He bestows strength and
with that strength the supplicant stands on his own feet and thus possesses the faculty to do
good, which is called ‘turning to God’. This is the natural sequence of it. It is appointed for
seekers that they should seek help from God in every condition. Till a seeker obtains strength
from God, he can do nothing. The strength for repentance is acquired after Astaghfar. If there is
no Astaghfar, the faculty of repentance dies. If you will thus follow up Astaghfar with
This is the
repentance, the result will be as set out in the verse:
way of God, that those who follow up Astaghfar with repentance will achieve their cherished
grades. Every sense has its limits within which it achieves its high grades.”
[Malfozat, vol. II, pp. 68-69]
May Allah help us to understand the true meaning of Taubah, give strength to do a lot of Astaghfar
for rest of our lives, as this is the only way, we can strive to overcome the poison of Sins and achieve
the love of Allah, the Most Loving One.

